
Asset of Community Value Assessment – South Lakeland District Council 

 

Nominate By: Sedbergh Town Band 

Number of Nominations: 1 

Date of Submission: 11th October 2018 

Address of Nomination: United Reformed Church, Main Street, Sedbergh, LA10 5AB 

Date of DED: 8th November 2018 

 

Section One - Eligible Criteria 

Eligible Criteria YES NO Further Comments 

Is the nominating body eligible to 
nominate? 

 

  

Does the nominating body have a 
connection to the nomination? 

 

  

Is the nominated asset outside of one of 
the categories that cannot be assets of 
community value?  

 
 

 

 

Section Two – Determining Usage 

 YES NO Further Comments 

1.) Is there evidence of the use being 
described in the nomination? 

 

 The building is currently used for 
religious services, concerts, 
activities in the meeting room and 
storage. It is also currently used by a 
number of local groups as a meeting 
space. 

Is this the main, and non-ancillary, use 
of the land or premises? 

 

  

Or has it been its use within the last 12 
months? 

 

 

Its main use within the last 12 
months has been as a church with 
the meetings etc being ancillary to 
that. 

 

 YES NO Further Comments 

2.) Does this use further the social well-
being and social interest of the 
community? 

  Yes. There is evidence that the 
various events held at the church are 
important to the local community, 
particularly the elderly. 

What is the current level of use of the 
asset and who uses it? 

  Multiple times a week for different 
activities. 

Is it used by particular communities of 
interest or need? 

 

 The weekly coffee mornings are an 
important part of the weekly social 
calendar for many elderly residents. 

What do communities gain from their   Keeping this asset within the 
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use of the asset and what would be the 
impact if it were lost? 

community would mean a major, 
centrally located building would 
continue to provide much needed 
space for local groups, from scouts 
to baby groups, music clubs to yoga 
classes.   
If sold to private developers 
Sedbergh would lose a significant 
public space.   

 

 YES NO Further Comments 

3.) What is the nature of social well 
being and social interest which the 
asset particularly supports?  

 Centrally located, easily accessed 
location. Weekly events held that 
attracts those who may be isolated 
otherwise, which in turn improves 
well-being of these residents. 

Does the use of the asset do the  
following: 
 

 Reduce isolation 
 

 

 Weekly coffee mornings attract 
elderly resident who may be 
isolated otherwise. 

 Address the needs of 
disadvantage members of the 
community 

 

   

 Reach vulnerable people 
 

 

 

 

 Support community cohesion 
and involvement 

  

 Various events held at the church 
encourage involvement and social 
cohesion. 

 Enable communities to be self 
supporting 

 

   

 Increase access to positive 
activities 

 

 Easily accessible town location, 
events open to all in the 
community. 

 

4.) Does the community feel strongly that the 
asset should be retained as a community asset? 

Support from 2 local councillors who have 
spoken to a number of local residents and 
consensus is in support of the idea. 
However other than the groups currently using 
the church, no actual evidence provided to 
prove the wider community strongly support it. 

 

5.) Could the asset realistically continue to be 
used for this or another qualifying community 
purpose (or could this be achieved within the 

Sedbergh Town Band states that an initial 
assessment of likely running costs and income 
indicate that the project is viable, while 



next five years)? opportunities will arise for funding future 
development. They state that initial discussions 
indicate a good base of funds would be 
available for purchase of the asset and there is 
enthusiasm for fund raising.   
 
However, Due to the very recent change of use 
of the church occurring so close to the 
nomination date it is difficult to establish, at 
this stage, whether this would be realistic 
based upon the evidence provided by Sedbergh 
Town Band. 

 

Section Four - Non-ancillary use of the building or other land. 

Officers are asked to consider the following questions, where appropriate, in relation to non-

ancillary usage: 

 Yes No Comments 

Has the building/land legal requirement 
for this usage changed significantly that 
the asset is not fit for purpose? 

   

Could the asset be made fit for purpose 
practically and within reasonable 
resource requirements and within 
timescales? 

   

 

 

 

Recommendation and reasons for: 

In summary, due to the cessation of religious activity before the nomination was submitted and 
the proof that the various events held at the church further social wellbeing and social interest, 
it could be considered that the asset may be listed as an asset of community value. However, it 
is considered that there is insufficient proof that Sedbergh Town Band and the other groups that 
use the asset could realistically continue the effective running of the building in the future. It can 
also be noted that Sedbergh People’s Hall is within close proximity of the Church (300m), and 
offers similar facilities that would, not only, minimise the negative effects on the local 
community but could also impact upon the ability of the nominated asset to realistically 
continue operating in the manner described.  
 
Taking all evidence into account, it has been decided that the nominated asset be added to the 
list of unsuccessful nominations. 

 


